
For Further Assistance in Van Buren County 
 

Bangor Public Schools     Pattie Waite   

269-427-6800      pwaite@bangorvikings.org  

Bloomingdale Public Schools   Jennifer Bloomfield 

269-521-3935     jebloom@bdalecards.org  

Covert Public Schools    Celinda Gilmore 

269-764-3705     gilmorec@covertps.org 

Decatur Public Schools    Theresa Osbeck 

269-423-6802     tosbeck@raiderpride.org 

Gobles Public Schools    Kelly Touchtone 

269-628-5618, x2114    ktouchtone@gobles.org 

Hartford Public Schools    Nancy Larsson 

269-621-7421     larssonn@hpsmi.org 

Lawrence Public Schools   Gretchen Gendron 

269-674-8231, x1155    gretchengendron@lawrencetigers.com 

Lawton Community Schools   Chris Rice 

269-624-7500     crice@lawtoncs.org  

Mattawan Consolidated Schools   Christina Hinds 

269-668-3361, x1544    chinds@mattawanschools.org 

Paw Paw Public Schools   Mary Puckett 

269-657-8800, x8806    mepuckett@ppps.org 

South Haven Public Schools   Carey Frost  

  269-637-0536     cfrost@shps.org 

Van Buren ISD     Wendy Pierce 

269-674-8001, x201    wpierce@vbisd.org 

McKinney-Vento Project Coordinator  Joyce Miller 

269-471-7725, x1126    joyce.miller@berrienresa.org 

 

Housing  Resource Specialist for Van Buren County:  Deborah Kupres at 269-330-4556 

National Runaway Safeline:  1-800-786-2929 or www.1800runaway.org 

 

McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education  

Assistance Act 

What Parents and  
School-Aged  

Youth Need to Know 
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Information for School-Aged Youth and Parents
If your family lives in any of the following situations:

 In a shelter, motel, car, or campground 

 On the street 

 In an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodation

 Doubled up with friends or relatives because of housing loss or economic hardship

 Or, if you are a youth separated from a parent or guardian and are living in this way

You or your preschool-aged and school-aged children may 
qualify for certain rights or protections under the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act. 
 

Eligible students have the right to: 
 Go to school, no matter where they live or how long they have lived there.  

They must be given access to the same public education, including preschool 
education, provided to other students. 

 Continue in the school they attended before they became homeless or the 
school they last attended, if that is your choice and is feasible.  If a school 
sends the child to a school other than the one requested, the school must  
provide a written explanation and offer the right to appeal the decision. 

 Receive transportation to the school they attended before you or your family 
became homeless or the school last attended, if you or a guardian request 
such transportation. 

 Attend a school and participate in school programs with children who are not 
homeless.  Children cannot be separated from the regular school program  
because they are homeless. 

 Enroll in school without giving a permanent address.  Schools cannot require 
proof of residency that might prevent or delay school enrollment. 

 Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for the transfer of school 
and immunization records or any other documents required for enrollment. 

 Enroll and attend classes in the chosen school even while you and the school 
seek to resolve a dispute over enrolling children. 

 Receive the same special programs and services, if needed, as provided to all 
other students served in these programs. 

 Receive transportation to school and to school programs. 

Information for School-Aged Youth and Parents 
If your family lives in any of the following situations: 

In an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodation 

Doubled up with friends or relatives because of housing loss or economic hardship 

Or, if you are a youth separated from a parent or guardian and are living in this way 

Parents, when you move, do the following: 
 Contact the school district’s homeless education liaison for help in enrolling 

your child in a new school or arranging for your child to continue in his or 
her former school. 

 Contact the school and provide any information you think will assist the 
teachers in helping your child adjust to new circumstances. 

 Ask the district’s homeless education liaison, the shelter provider, or a   
social worker for assistance with clothing and supplies if needed. 


